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did Aeean Circe the guileful strive to keep me in her halls, long- 
ing for me to be her husband ; but never did they persuade the 
soul within my breast. So is there nothing sweeter than one's 
country or one's parents, even though a man dwell far off in a 
rich home in a foreign land apart from his parents. But come 
now let me tell thee too of my return full troublous, which Zeus 
laid upon me as I went from Iroy. The wind bearing me from 
Troy brought me near the Cicones to Ismarus ; and there I ■ 
sacked the city and destroyed the men, and from the city we 
took wives and much spoil and divided them up, that none for 
me should go short of his fair share. Then surely I bade our 
men Oy with swift foot, but they in mighty folly heeded not. 
And there much wine was drunk, and many sheep they slew 
along the beach and shambling-gaited oxen crumpled-horned. 
And meanwhile, it seems, the Cicones went and called to 
Cicones, who were their neighbours, more numerous and 
braver, who dwelt on the mainland^ and were skilled to fight 
with men from chariots and, when need was, to fight on foot. 
Then came they, as thick as leaves and blossoms spring in 
their season, right early j then truly did an evil fate from Zeus 
stand o'er us deadly-doomed, that we might suffer many 
woes. And in array they fought a fight beside the swift 
ships, and hurled at one another with their bronze-shod 
Bpears. And while it was morn and the holy day was waxing, 
so long withstood we keeping them off, more though they 
were ; but when the sun was going down towards the loosing of 
the oxen, then only did the Cicones break our ranks, subduing 
the Achaeans, and six of my well-greaved comrades from 
each ship had perished ; but the rest of us escaped death and 
destiny. 

And thence onward we sailed grieved at heart, but gladly 
from our death, though having lost our dear comrades. Nor 
indeed did my curved ships go forward before we had called 
thrice on each of our poor comrades who fell upon the plain. 
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slain by the Cicones. Now cloud-compelling Zeus raised up 
a north wind against the ships along with a mighty whirlwind, 
and with his clouds he covered earth and sea alike, and down 
from heaven came night. And they were driven headlong, 
and their sails in tatters did the violence of the wind tear. 
And we lowered them into the ships fearing destruction, but 
the ships we roued hurriedly toward the land. There two 
nights and two days continuously all throu^^h we lay, eating 
our hearts with weariness and woes. But when at last the fair- 
tressed dawn brought raund the third day, raising the masts 
and hoisting the whole sails we sat, and the wind and the 
helmsman guided the ships. And so unscathed I should 
have come to my native land, but the wave and the stream and 
the north wind thrust me away as I was rounding Malea, and 
drove me past Cythera. 

And thence 'for nine days was I borne by destructive 
winds over the fish-thronged sea, hut on the tenth we set foot 
upon the land of the Lotus-eatersj who eat a flowery food. 
And there we went ashore and drew water, and quickly my 
comrades took their meal by the swift ship.s. But when we had 
tasted of food and drink, then 1 sent forth comrades to go and 
enquire what manner of men they were, eating bread upon the 
land, having chosen out two men and sent a third as herald 
with them. And they quickly went and joined the Lotus- 
eater men; nor indeed did the Lotus-eaters devise death for 
our comrades, but gave them of the lotus to eat. But who- 
ever of them ate the honey-sweet fruit of the lotus, no longer 
cared to bring back news or to return, but wished to stay there 
with the lotus-eater men, feeding on the lotus, and to forget 
their return. Them I brought to the ships weeping by force, 
and dragging them beneath the thwarts I bound them in the 
hollow ships. But the rest of my trusty comrades I bade in 
haste to mount the swift ships, lest perad venture any, having 
eaten of the lotus, might forget his return. And they quickly 
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came aboard and sat at the benches, and sitting in order smote 
the hoary sea with their oars. 

And thence we sailed forward grieved at heart. And 
we came to the land of the Cyclopes, overweening and lawless, 
who, trusting to the immortal gods, set i^o plant with their 
hands,nor do they plough, but things grow all unsown and 
untilledj wheat and barley and vines, which bear the thick- 
clustering grape, and the rain of Zeus fosters it for them. And 
they have neither meeting places for council nor places of 
justice, but they dwell on the peaks of lofty mountains in 
hollow caves, and each one gives the law to his children and 
wife, and they reck not of each other. 

Now there is a thickly grown island stretching off the 
harbour of the land of the Cyclopes, nor near nor far, well- 
wooded, and on it are innumerable wild goats : for the tread of 
man restrains them not, nor do the hunters track them, who 
suffer hardship ranging the peaks of the mountains. Nor is it 
held by herds or ploughed lands, but unsown and un tilled all 
its days it is void of men, and feeds the bleating goats. For 
the Cyclopes have at hand no red-cheeked ships, nor are tliere 
among them shipwrights who might make well-decked ships, 
which might perform their several errands, travelling to cities 
of men, as ofi en times men cross the sea in ships to visit 
one another, who might have made their island also well- 
habited. For it is not bad at all but would bear all things in 
season : for in it by the shores of the hoary sea are meads soft 
and well watered, and never-failing at all would be their vines. 
And in it is smooth tilth ; a right deep harvest would they ever 
reap as the seasons come, since there is right rich soil beneath. 
And in it is a harbour with good anchorage, where there is no 
need of moorings, nor to throw out anchor-stones nor to fasten ■ 
cables, but all that is necessary is to run ashore and remain 
until the heart of the sailors urges them on, and the breezes 
blow favourably. Now at the head of the harbour flows bright 
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water, a spring from under a cave; and black poplars grow 
aroitnd. There we sailed down, and some god guided us 
through the darksome night, nor was there light enough to 
see ; for a mist lay tleep around the ships nor was the moon 
shining from heaven, but was kept back by clouds. There 
no one beheld the island with his eyes, nor did we indeed look 
upon the long waves rolling to the shore, until the well-decked 
ships ran agrttund. And vvhen the ships were beached, we 
lowered all the sails, and we ourselves too went forth upon the 
breaking edye of the surf, and there having fallen into sound 
sleep we awaited the bright dawn. 

And when the early-bom rosy-fingered dawn appeared, 
wondering at the island we roamed over it ; and the nymphs, 
the daughters of aegis-bearing Zeus, roused the mountain 
goats, that my comrades might dine. And immediately we 
took from the ships our curved bows and long-socketed 
hunting spears, and drawn up in three bodies we began to 

oot ; and straightway the god gave us abundant game. 
'welve ships went with me, and to each nine goats fell as 
share ; but for me alone they took out ten. So then all the 
day till sunset we sat feasting on flesh in plenty and sweet 
wine. For not yet was the red wine spent out of the ships, 
but still was in them ; for each of us had drawn off much in 
two-eared jars, when we took the holy citadel of the Cicones. 
And we gazed on the land of the Cyclopes who were near, 

d their smoke and voice of them and of their sheep and 

ats. But when the sun went down, and darkness came over 
the land, then at last we lay down to rest upon the strand of 
the sea. But when the early-born rosy-fingered dawn 
appeared, then I, calling a council, spake among them all ; 

Ye others now stay, my trusty comrades ; but T, going with 
try ship and my comrades, will make [jroof of these men, who 
they are, whether they are violent and savage and unjust, or 
hospitable and have a godlike mind." 
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Thus saying I went upon my ship, and ordered my 
comrades themselves to come on hoard and loose the cables. 
And they at once embarked and sat at the thwarts, and sitting 
in order smote the hoary sea with their oars. And when at 
length we came to the place which was near, then on the 
farthest edge we saw a cave near the sea, lofty, overarched 
with laurels, and there many flocks both sheep and goats were ^ 
wont to pass the night ; and around a high court was built with ■ 
stones embedded, and tall pines and oaks of lofty foliage. 
And there a monstrous man used to sleep, who, it seemed, 
alone used to herd his flocks far away ; nor did he associate 
with others, but being apart had a lawless mind. For in fact 
he was a monstrous wonder, nor did he resemble any bread- 
eating man, but rather a wooded peak of the lofty mountains ■ 
which is seen alone ai>art from the others. 

Then indeed I bade the rest of my trusty comrades 
remain there by the shtp and guard the ship, but I went ■ 
picking out twelve of the best of my comrades. Now I had a 
goat skin of black sweet wine, which Manm gave me, the son 
of Euanthes, a priest of Apollo, who used to protect Ismarus^ ■ 
because we defended htm with his wife and child reverently; 
for he used to dwell in the wooded grove of Phoebus Apollo ; 
and he gave me glorious gifts : he gave me seven talents of 
well-wrought gold, and he gave me a solid silver bowl, and 
then wine, having drawTi it off in twelve two-eared jars, sweet 
and unmixed, a draught of the gods ; nor did any of the men- 
servants or maidservants in the house know of it, but he 
himself and his dear wife and one house-dame alone. And 
whenever they drank that honey-sweet rosy wine, filling one 
cup he would pour it into twenty measures of water, and a 
sweet fragrance went up from the bowl, wondrous to tell ; then 
indeed it would have been no pleasure to refrain. Of this I 
filled and took a great skin, and provisions too in a wallet, for 
immediately my proud heart foreboded that a man would 
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come clad in great might, wild and knowing neither laws nor 
ordinances. And quickly we came to the cave, but did not 
find him within, but he was grazing his fat flocks in the pasture. 
And coming to the cave we looked on all within ; baskets 
were loaded with cheesesi and the folds were thronged with 
lambs and kids ; and each had been penned up separately, 
apart the firsthngs and apart the later ones, and apart the 
young ones again ; and all the vessels swam with whey, the 
milking-pails and tubs well-wrought, wherein he milked. Ihen 
my comrades besought me with words first to take of the 
cheeses, and then go back, and then swiftly drive off the kids 
and lambs from the pens to the swift ship, and sail over the 
briny water. But 1 did not hearken, (though surely thus it 
would have been far better,) that I might see the monster him- 
self, and whether he would give me hospitality. But it seemed 
when he appeared that he was not to be welcome to my 
comrades. 1 

And then having kindled a fire we made a burnt-offering 
and ourselves also taking of the cheeses ate and awaited him 
sitting within until he returned tending his flocks ; and he bore a 
mighty weight of dry wood that it might be used for his supper. 
And casting it inside he made a crash, and we in fear darted 
away to a corner of the cave. But he drove his rich flocks 
into the broad cave, all verily as many as he used to milk, but 
he left the males at the door both sheep and goats, outside in 
the deep court. And then he set up a huge heavy doorstone 
raising it on high ; surely two and twenty noble wagons of four 
wheels could not raise it from the ground, so great a craggy 
rock did he set up against the door. And silting down he 
milked the sheep and bleating goats, all in due turn, and put her 
young beneath each. And straightway having curdled half of the 
white milk he collected it and stored it in baskets, and half 
again he set in pails, that it might be for him to take and drink 
and to serve for his supper. But when at last he had finish- 
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ed wiih speed these tasks of his, then indeed he kindled a fire 
and spied us and aslced us ; "O strangers, who are ye? whence 
do ye sail the watery ways ? Is it on some business or do ye 
wander aimlessly like pirates over the sea, who wander risking 
their lives, bringing evil to strangers ?" So spake he, but our 
dear heart within ns was crushed fearing his deep voice and his 
monstrous self. But even so I addressed him with words in 
reply : "We are Greeks, thou knowest, having wandered from 
Troy by all kinds of winds over the vast gulf of the sea, home- 
wards going, but on another course and other paths we came; 
thus, 1 ween, did Zeus intend to devise. But we boast ourselves 
to be the people of Agamemnon son of Atreus, whose fame is 
now the greatest under heaven : for so great a city did he sack 
and destroyed many people ; and we in turn having arrived have 
reached thy knees, to see if thou could'st give us hospitality or 
othtTwise bestow a gift, which is ihe right of strangers. But 
noble sir, reverence the gods ; and know we be suppliants 
to thee. And Zeus is the avenger of suppliants and strangers, 
the god of strangers, who attends devout strangers." Thus I 
spake, and he straightway replied with ruthless heart. "Thou 
art a fool, stranger, or hast come from far, who bidst me to 
fear or shun the gods ; for the Cyclopes reck nought of aegis- 
bearing Zeus, or the blessed gods, since we are verity stronger 
by far than they. Nor would I, shunning the enmity of Zeus, 
spare either thee or thy comrades, unless my inclination bade 
me. But tell me where thou didst come and moor thy well- 
built ship, either I suppose at the extremity of the coast, or 
even near, that I may know." Thus spake he tempting me, 
but he did not beguile me who knew much, but in reply again I 
addressed him with wily words. •' Eaiih-shaking Poseidon 
brake in pieces my ship casting it upon the rocks at the border 
of your land, bringing it near the headland ; and the wind bore 
it from the sea j but I with these escaped sheer destruction," 
Thus I spake, but he answered me nought in his ruthless 
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heart but he, starting up, laid hands upon my comrades, and 
seizing two together like puppies dashed them to the ground ; 
and the brains flowed out upon the ground, and wet the floor. 
And tearing them asunder limb from limb he prepared his 
supper ; and he ate them like a mountain-reared lion, and left 
nothing, entrails and fleyh and marrowy bones. And we in 
tears held up our hands to Zeus, seeing his cruel deeds ; and 
desjmir seized our hearts. But when the Cyclops had filled 
his great belly, eating ihe flesh of men, and drinking thereafter 
unmixed milk, he lay inside the cave stretched out among the 
flocks. And I took counsel in my great heart to draw nigh, 
and drawing the sharp blade from my thigh to .stab him in 
the breast, where the midrifif enfolds the liver, feeling for it 
with my hand ; but a second thought stayed me, for there we 
too should have perished in shftr destruction : for we should 
not have been able with our hands to push away the mighty 
stone from the lofty doors, which he had set against them. So 
then in moaning we awaited the bright dawn. But when 
early-born rosy-fingered dawn appeared, then too he kindled 
a fire and milked his noble flocks, all in due turn, and set her 
young beneath each. But when at last he had finished with 
speed these tasks of his, again seizing up two together he 
prepared his lunch. And having lunched he drove the fat 
flocks out of the cave, having easily moved away the mighty 
door-stone ; but then he set it back again, as if one were 
placing a lid upon a quiver. And with much whistling the 
Cyclops turned his fat flocks to the mountain ; but I was left, 
devising evils in the depths of my heart, if perchance I might 
take vengeiince, and Athene might grant me fame. 

And this in my heart seemed to me the best counsel. For 
the Cyclops' mighty club lay by the pen, green of olive wood, 
which he had cut ofi', that he might carry it when seasoned. 
And when we saw it, we guessed it as large as the mast of a 
black ship with twenty oars, a broad ship of burden, which 
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traverses the mighty gulf. So great was it in length, and so 
great in thickness to beholdj Of this standing by I cut off 
as much as a fathom, and set it by my comrades, and bade 
them sharpen it. And they made It smooth ; and I standing 
by, sharpened U to a point, and straightway taking it I hard- 
ened it in the bright fire. And I set it down conveniently, 
for I hid it under the dung, that was scattered all down the 
cave in very much abundance. And I told the rest to be 
drawn by lot, to determine which of them should dare with me 
to raise the bar and grind it in his eye, when sweet sleep 
should overtake him. And those drew the lots, whom I too 
would have wished should draw them, four, and I reckoned 
myself among them as the fifth. And in the evening he came 
tending his fair-fleeced flocks, and at once he drove his fal 
flocks into the broad cave everyone, nor did he leave any out- 
side in the deep court, whether having some suspicion, or 
some god thus bade him, and then raising it aloft he set to ihe ■ 
great door-stone ; and sitting down he milked his sheep and 
bleating goats, all in due turn, and set her young beneath each. 
But when at last he had finished with speed these tasks of his^ 
and again seizing two together he prepared hii dinner, then 
also I standing near addressed the Cyclops, holding in my 
hands an ivy bowl of dark wine. 

" Cyclops, take, drink wine, since thou hast eaten man's 
flesh, that thou mayest know what kind of drink our ship 
contained ; to thee again I was bringing it as a drink-offering, 
if perchance pitying me thou mightest send me homewards ; 
but thou art raving no longer tolerably. Hardhearted one, 
how could some other of men, many though there are, come 
to thee hereafter, as I do now, since thou hast acted in lawless 
fashion?" So spake I, and he took it and drank it up, and 
wondrously delighted was he when he drank the sweet wine, 
and asked me for it again a second time. "Give me again of 
thy kindness, and tell me thy name straightway now, that 
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I may give thee a stranger's due, at which thou mayst rejoice. 
For to the Cyclopes too doth the grain-giving earth bear vrine 
in thick clusters, and the rain of Zeus gives them increase ; 
but this is a streamlet of ambrosia and nectar. " Thus he 
spake ; but again 1 offered him the ruddy wine ; thrice did I 
bring and gave it him, and thrice he drank it In his folly, but 
when the wine had got round the senses of the Cyclops, then 
indeed I addressed him with honeyed words : *' Cyclops, thou 
a.skest me my noble name ; and 1 will tell thee ; but do thou 
give me a stranger's due, as thou didst promise. Noman is 
my name, and Noman do my mother and father and the rest 
of my comrades call me." Thus I spake, and he answered me 
again with ruthless heart. "Noman then will I eat last 
amongst his comrades, but the others first j and that shall be 
thy stranger's due." 

He spake and reclining fell with face upturned, and then 
lay bending on one side his fat neck, and all-subduing sleep 
overcame him : and from his throat rushed out the wine and 
man's flesh, for he vomited heavy with wine. Then I thrust 
the bar beneath much a-'ihes, till it should get hot : and I 
encouraged all my comrades with words, lest any of them 
should slink off in frar. But when ere long the olive bar 
was about to caich fire in the flame, though it was green, and 
was glowing terribly, then indeed 1 brought it nearer out 
of the fire, and my comrades stood around j but a god 
breathed great courage into them. They then taking the olive 
bar, sharpened at the end, thrust it in his eye, and I raising 
myself aloft whirled it round, as when a man bores a ship's 
plank with a drill, and others below clinging to it on each side 
twirl it with a ihong, while it turns ever unceasingly ; thus 
Ave took the fire-hardened bar and twirled it in his eye, and the 
blood flowed round it, as it was hot. And all around his lids 
and brows the smoke singed as the eyeball was burnt, and the 
eyestrings were crackling in it. As when a smith plunges a 
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large axe or adze in cold water, hissing loudly to temper 
it : for such is the strength of iron in its turn ; so did his eye 
splutter HRiund the olive bar. But he gave a mighty great cr\\ 
and the rock echoed about him, and we in terror leapt away ; 
and he dragged out from his eye the bar dabbled v,iih much 
blood. Then he cast it from him with his hands raving, and called 
loudly on the Cyclopes, who dwell around him in the caves 
along the windy heights. And they hearing the shout came 
from all sides, and standing round the cave asked what 
troubled him. " What great harm hast thou suffered, 
Polyphemus, that thou didst shout thus through the ambrosial 
night, and didst rob us of our sleep? Surely no one of mortals 
drives off thy flocks from thee against thy will ? surely no one 
slayeth thee thyself by craft or force?" And the mighty 
Polyphemus answered them from the cave. " My friends, 
Neman is killing me by craft and not by force." And they in 
answer spoke winged words, "If Noman is doing thee 
-violence in thy loneliness, sickness from mighty Zeus it is in 
no wise possible to escape, but do thou pray to thy father, lord 
Poseidon." 

Thus then they spake and went away, and my dear heart 
laughed, because my name and my blameless counsel had 
deceived him. But the Cyclops, groaning and writhing in 
travail, groping with hi.s hands took the stone from the door, 
and himself sat down in the doorway stretching out his hands, 
if perchance anywhere he might catch anyone going doorwards 
with his sheep ; for so foolish I ween did he suppose me to be 
in his heart. But I took counsel how things might be for the 
best, if I might find any escape from death for my comrades 
and for myself j and I was weaving ali kinds of crafts and 
device, as my life was at stake ; for great evil was close at 
hand. And this counsel seemed to me in my heart the best. 
The rams were well-nurtured thick-fleeced fair and big, with 
wool dark as violet ; these in silence I bound together with 
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well twisted withies, on which the monster Cyclops slept, of 
lawless heart, taking three together ; the one in the middle 
hore a man, and the others went on each side keeping my 
comrades safe. And three sheep bore each man ; but as for 
myself — for there was a ram, far the best of all the flock — seiz- ' 
ing him by the back, and curled up beneath his shaggy belly I 
lay ; while with my hands I firmly clung to the wondrous fleece 
with steadfast heart, curling myself within it. Thus then 
making moan we awaited the bright dawn. But as soon as 
early-bom rosy-fingered dawn appeared, then indeed did the 
male flocks hurry forth to the pasture, and the ewes bleated 
unmilked about the pens ; for their udders were bursting. But 
their lord worn out w^ith bitter travails was feeling along the 
backs of all the sheep as they stood upright ; and the foolish 
man marked it not, how they had been bound beneath the 
breasts of his thick-fleeced sheep. I vast of all the flocks, the 
ram was going doorwards, weighted with his wor4 and me with 
my cunning heart. And stroking him the mighly Polyphemus 
addressed him : " Gentle ram, why dost thou hasten thus 
through the cave last of all the flocks ? Never of old didst 
thou go left behind by the sheep, but a long way the first didst 
thou cull the rounded blossoms of the grass with long steps, 
and first wouldst thou reach the waters of the rivers, and first 
wouldst thou long to return ia the evening to the fold; but 
now thou art the very last. Truly dost thou mourn for thy 
master's eye, which the evil man with his baneful comrades has 
blinded, having subdued his wits with wine, Noman, whom 
I deem has not yet escaped destruction. ^Vould that thou 
weri of my mind, and couldst become speech ful to tell me, 
wliere lie skulks from my might: then indeed would his brains 
be dashed this way and that against the floor as he was struck, 
and my heart would be quit of its trouulcs, which the good 
for notbing Noman hath wrought me." 
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So saying he sent the ram from him doorvvards, and when 
we had gone a Httle way from the cave and court, first I 
loosed myself from the ram, and freed my comrades. And 
swiftly we drove the long-slriding sheep, rich with fat, turning 
round often, until we came to our ship ; and welcome did 
we appear lo <jur dear comrades, we wlnj h.id esca|)ed from 
death, but they were bewailing the others with laments. But I 
suffered them not, «,iid with a frown forbade each to weep ; but 
I bade theni swiftly throw on board the ship the many fair- 
fleeced sheep and sail the briny sea. And they swiftly went 
aboard and sat at the thwarts, and seated in order smote the 
hoary sea with their oars. And when I got ns far off as a man 
shouting could make himself heard, even then I addressed the 
Cyclops with taunting words ; 

"O Cyclops, it wa.s no weakling man's comrades that 
thou wast like to eat in thy hollow cave by mighty violence. 
Even to the uttermost thy evil deeds were like to find thee out, 
hard-hearted man, since thoufearest not to eat thy guests with- 
in thy house ; for this Zeus and the other gods have requited 
thee." Thu.s spake I, and he then raged the more in his heart: 
and he broke off and hurled the top of a mighty mountain, 
and threw it down in front of the dark-prowed ship, a little 
way, and just missed reaching the tip of the rudder. And 
the sea was dashed up by the rock coming down ; and the 
backward-flowing vrave bore the ship quickly to the shore, 
even the surge from the sea, and forced it to come to land. 
But I took in my hands a very long pole and thrust her off; 
and exhorting my comrades 1 bade them lay to their oars, that 
we might escape mischance, nodding with n^y head ; and they 
bending forward rowed on. But when, making our way over 
the sea, we were twice as far away, then indeed I addressed 
the Cyclops , and my comrades around from every side were 
staying me with honeyed words ; *' foolhardy, why wilt thou 
rouse a savage man, who even now by hurling a missile sea- 
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wards brought our ship to the shore again, and indeed we 
thought we had perished on the spot ? And if he had heard 
one of us shout or speak, he would have broken our heads and 
our ship's timber striking us with a jagged stone : for so far 
does he hurl." So spake they, but they did not persuade 
my great-hearted soul, but I addressed him again with 
angry heart; "O Cyclops, if any of mortal fnen asks thee 
about the blinding of ihitie eye, say that Odysseus, the 
sacker of cities, ditl blind it, the son of I^ertes, who dwells 
in Ithaca." So spake 1, but he with a groan answered me^ 
in speech; "Alack, in very truth the ancient oracles com^H 
home to me. There was here a soothsayer, a man good and 
mighty, 'I'elemus the son of Eurymus, was skilled in prophecy, 
and waxed old as a seer among the Cyclopes ; who told me 
that all these things would befall me hereafter, that at the 
hands of Odysseus 1 should lose my sight. But I alwaysv 
expected that a man mighty and noble would come hither 
clothed in great might ; but, as it is, one that is small, 
good-for-nothing and weak has blinded me of my eye, after he 
had subdued me with wine. But come hither, Odysseus, tha^l] 
I may place before Ihee a stranger's due, and speed thy parting 
hence, that so the fanu>us Earth-shaker may grant it me ; for 
his son I am, and he claims to be my father ; and he himself,M| 
if he wills, will heal me, and no one else of the blessed gods or 
of mortal men." So spake he, but I in answer addressed 
him ; " Would that indeed I were able to make thee bereft of 
breath aiid life and send thee within the house of Hades, as 
surely as not even the Earth-shaker will heal thine eye." So 
spake I, and then he prayed to king Poseidon, stretching out 
his hands to the starry heaven. " Hear me, Poseidon holder 
of earth, of the dark blue hair ; if in truth I am thine, and thou 
claimest to be my father, grant me that Odysseus the sacker of 
cities may not come to his home, the son of Laertes, who 
dwells at Ithaca, But if his fate is to see hig friends and come 
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to his well-built house, and his native land, late in evil plight 
may he come, having lost all his comrades, on another's ship, 
and may he find woes in his home," Thus he spake in 
prayer, and the dark-blue-haired god heard him. But he 
again raising a much larger stone hurled it with a whirl, and 
set to it a measureless strength, and he cast it down a little 
behind the dark-prowed ship, and he just missed to reach 
the tip of the rudder : and the sea was dashed up by the rock ■ 
coming down, but the wave i)ure the ship for*\'ard, and 
forred it to reach the farther land. 

liut when we reached the island, even where the other ■ 
well-decked ships remained together, and our comrades sat 
around grieving, ever expecting us, then we went said beached 
the vessel on the sands, and we ourselves landed on the shore 
of the sea. And taking the sheep of the Cyclops out of the 
, hollow sliip, we divided them, that no one for me should come 
short of his fair share. But the ram to me alone my well- 
greaved comrades gave specially, as the sheep were divided. 
And him upon the beach I sacrificed to Zeus the cloud- 
wrapped son of Cronos, who rules over all, and I burnt the 
thighs. But he did not regard the sacrifice, but was devising 
how all the well-decked ships might be destroyed, and my dear 
comrades too. So then the whole day till sundown we sat 
feasting on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But when the sun 
went down and darkness came on, then we lay down to sleep 
upon the shore of the sea. But when early-born rosy-fingered 
dawn appeared, then I encouraged my comrades and bade 
them embark and loose the hawsers. So they quickly went on 
board and sat at the thwarts, and sittiJig in order beat the 
hoary sea with their oars. 

And Ihence we sailed afar grieved at heart, but gladly 
from our death, though we had lost our 
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And wc came to the Aeolian isle ; and there dwelt 
Aeolus, the son of Hippotas, dear to the immortal gods, 
on a. floating isle ; and around it all there ran a wall of brass 
unbroken, and the rock ran up .sheer. And he had twelve 
children dwelling in his halls, six daughters and six sons 
grown up. There he gave his daughters to be wives to his 
sons. And they dwell for ever with their dear father and 
careful mother; and near them lie innumerable dainties ^ and 
the house is full of the smell of feasting and the noise of it 
echoes round in the hall all the days : but all the nights 
again they sleep by their chaste wives beneath the coverlets 
and on iheir enamelled couches. Well, to their city and 
fair halls did we come. And a whole month he treated me 
well, and asked me of all things, of Ilium, and the ships of 
the Greeks, and the return of the Achaeans ; and I recounted 
to him all things in order. But when I asked him my way 
and begged him to send me on, he too denied me nought 
and gave me dispatch. And he flayed and gave me a bag 
made of nine year old ox-hide, and in it bound up the paths 
of the blustering winds; for him the son of Cronus had 
made guardian of the winds, either \o stay or stir up, 
whichever he should choose. And he bound it down in the 
hollow ship with a shining silver thong, that not even a little 
breath might escape. And he sent out for me a breath 
of Zephyr to blow, that it might carry our ships and ourselves; 
but he was not, it seemed, to fulfil it, for we \vere ruined 
by our own folly. 

Nine days together did we sail day and night; and on 
the tenth our nitive land was just appearing, and already 
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we saw ihe fire-watchers quite near. Then sweet sleep over- 
took me wearied out ; for I all through kept straight the main 
sheet of the ship, nor ^ave it to any other of my comrades, 
that we might come quicker to our native land ; but my 
comrades spake to each other with words, and said I was 
bringing home gold and silver, gifts from great-hearted Aeolus, 
son of Hippotas, And thus would one speak looking to his 
fellow hard by: "Ah see how dear and honoured is this man 
by all to whose city and land he conies. Many noble treasures 
of spoil he brings from Troy ; while we, who have accomplished 
the same journey, now come homeward with empty hands 
together : and now too Aeolus favouring him with friendliness 
has given him these things. But come let us look closer what 
these things are, how much gold and silver is in ihe bag." M 
So they spake, and the evil counsel of my comrades ^ 
prevailed : so they undid the bag, and all the winds rushed 
out ; and a hurricane swiftly seized them and bore ibera out 
to sea weeping, away from their native land. But I waking 
up devised in my blameless heart, whether I should throw 
myself from the ship and perish in the sea, or endure in 
silence and remain among the living. So I endured and 
remainedj and lay covering ray face in the ship : and the ships 
were borne by the evil hurricane of wind back to the Aeolian 
isle, while ray comrades wailed. Then we went upon the 
land and drew water, and my comrades quickly took their ■ 
lunch by the swift ships. But when we had tasted food and 
drink, then indeed, taking with me a herald and a comrade, I 
went to the noble halls of Aeolus, and I came upon him 
feasting with his wife and his children. And coming to 
the house we sat by the pillars upon the threshold ; and 
they wondered in their hearts and asked: "How hast thou 
come, Odysseus? What evil god has assaulted thee ? Surely 
we sent thee duly on thy way, that thou mighlest reach thy 
native land and house and all that was dear to thee." Thus 
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spake they, but I spake among them grieved at heart "My 
evil comrades and villainous sleep, as well as they, have injured 
me. But heal ray trouble, O my friends; for you have the 
power," So spake I trj-ing them with soft words. But they 
were silent : and the father answered me in speech ; "Go 
quickly from our island, most villainf >us of living men ; for it 
is not lawful for me to help or give dispatch to that man, 
who is hated of the blessed gods. Go, since thou coraest 
thus, hated by the immortals." 

So saying he sent me from his house in heavy grief. 
And thence we sailed on stricken at heart. And the spirit of 
the men was worn out beneath the grievous rowing by our 
own folly, .since no longer appeared any favouring wind. 
Six days together did we sail by night and day ; and on the 
seventh day we reached the steep citadel of Lam us, 
I^estrygonian 1'elepylus, where the shepherd hails the 
shepherd, as he drives in his flocks, and he w^ho drives 
them forth answers him. There would a sleepless man earn 
double pay, one by tending herds and another by pasturing 
the white sheep; for near together are the outgoings of night 
and day. There when we came to the famous harbour, round 
which a ragged rock stretches unbroken from both sides, and 
jutting promontories opposite each other project in its mouth, 
and narrow is the entrance, thither inside they all steered 
the curved ships. And they were moored inside the hollow 
harbour near together ; for never did a wave swell within it, 
either great or small, and bright calm was all around ; but I 
alone moored my black ship outside there on the edge, having 
bound my hawsers to a rock. And I stood there, having 
ascended a rugged outlook-place. There were seen no labours 
of oxen or of men, and we saw only smoke rising from the 
earth. Then I bade my comrades go and enquire what 
manner of men they were, eating corn upon the land, having 
picked out two men, and sending a herald with them as 
the third 
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And they disembarking went along a smooth way, by 
which wagons used to carry down wood to the city from the 
lofty mountains. And they met a matden before the city 
drawing water, the noble daughter of Laestrygonian Antiphates. 
She was going down to the clear-flowing spring Artacia; for 
from there they used to draw water to the city. And they 
standing near accosted her and asked, who was king of these 
people, and whom he ruled ; and she at once pointed out the 
high-rt)ofed hall of her father. And when they entered the 
noble dwelling, they found there his wife, tall as the peak of 
a mountain, and hated her. And she quickly called from 
the assembly place the noble Antiphates, her husband, who 
indeed devised for them pitiful destruciian. And immediately 
seizing one of my comrades he prepared his meal; and the 
two rushing away reached the ships in flight. But he raised a 
shout through the city; and they heard it and flocked together 
from each side, the valiant Laestrygones in thousands, not like 
men but Giants. And they hurled at us with great rocks, as 
big as a man could carry, from the crags ; and thereupon an 
evil roar arose throughout the ships, of men dying and ships 
shattered together; and spearing them like fish they bore 
away their joyless meal. Wliile they were destroying them 
within the deep harbour, I drawing from my thigh my sharp 
sword, cut away with it the moorings of the dark-prowed ship. 
And quickly urging on my comrades I bade them lay on the 
oars, that we might escape our evil plight : and they all 
churned up the sea, fearing destruction. And to my joy 
my ship escaped the beetling crags to the open sea ; but 
the others one and all perished on the spot. 

So thence we sailed on grieved at heart, but gladly from 
our death, though having lost our dear comrades. And we 
came to the Aeaean isle ; and there dwelt Circe of the fair 
tresses, dread goddess of human speech, own sister of the 
wizard Aeetes ; and they both were born of Helios who gives 
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light to morlals, and of Perse iheir mother, whom Oceariu: 
bore as cliild. And there upon the strand we put in jsilently 
with our ship to ihe sheltering harbour, and some god showed 
us the way. There then disembai king we lay two days and 
two nights, eating our hearts with weariness and grief to- 
gether. And when fair-lressed dawn brought round the third 
day, then T, taking my spear and sharp sword, swiftly went up 
from the ship to a place of wide view, if perchance I might see 
the works of mortals and hear their voice. And I stood there, 
having ascended a craggy place of watch, and there appeared to 
nie smoke from the broad-pathed earth in the halls of Circe 
through the thick coppice and wood. And I pondered then in 
my heart and soul whether to go and ask, when I saw the 
flaming smoke. And an I pondered it seemed thus be^t to 
me, first to go to the swift ship and the shore of the sea, and 
give lunch to my comrades, and send them on to ask. 

But when on my way I came near the curved ship, even 
then one of the gods had pity on me being alone, who sent me 
a high-antlered great stag in my very path ; he was coming 
down to the river from the pasturing wood to drink ; for indeed 
the power of the sun constrained him. And him, as he came 
out, I struck in the middle of the back along the spine ; and 
the brazen spear came out clean through him, and he fell in 
the dust moaning, and his soul fled from him. And standing 
upon him I drew the brazen spear from his wound j and 
laying it down I let it rest there on the ground : but I tore off 
withies and willow twigs, and weaving a rope as long as a 
fathom, well twisted from end to end, I bound tlie feet of the 
mighty beast. And I went carrying him across my neck to the 
black ship, leaning on my spt-ar, since it was nohow possible to 
carry him on my shoulder with one hand ; for he was a very 
mighty beast. .Ind I ca.st him down before the shijj and 
roused my comrades, standing over each man with honeyed 
words ; "My friends, for not yet shall we go down to the halls 
of Hades, though sore grieved, before the day of fate overtake 
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us. But come, while there is in the swift ship meat and drink, 
let us he mindful of food, nor be worn with hunger." Thus 
I spake, and they swiftly obeyed my words ; and uncovering 
their heads they gazed at the stag by the shore of the barren 
sea ; for he was a very mighty beast. But when they had 
taken delight in looking on him mth their eyes, washing their 
hands they got ready the glorious feast. Thus then the whole 
day till sundown we sat feasting on abundant meat and sweet 
wine. And when the sun went down and darknes"i came on, 
then indeed we lay down to sleep on the sea shore. 

And when early-born rosy-fingered dawn appeared, then 
indeed I called a council and spake among them aH ; "Listen 
to my words, my cfjmrades, though suffering evil plight. 
My friends, for we know not where is the darkness or where 
the dawn, nor where the sun that gives light to mortals goes 
beneath the earth or where he rises ; but let us quickly take 
thought, if there shall be still any counsel, though I do not 
think there is. For I went up to a craggy outlook place and 
saw an island, round which the boundless sea circled : and it 
lies low : and I saw in the midst with my eyes smoke through 
the thick coppice and wood." Thus I spake, and their dear 
heart was broken, when they bethought them of the deeds of 
Laeslrygonian Antiphates, and the violence of the greathearted 
man-eating Cyclops. And they wept aloud raining down big 
tears ; but no result came of their weeping. But I numbered 
in two divisions all my well-greaved comrades, and I appointed 
a leader with ejich ; of the one party I took the lead, and of 
the other god-like Eurylochus, And we quickly shook the lots 
in a brazen helmet ; and out leapt the lot of great-hearted 
Euryhjchus. And he started to go, and with him two-and- 
twenty comrades weeping ; and they left us behind lamenting. 

And they found in the glades the halls of Circe built with 
polished stones in a place of wide outlook. And around it 
were mountain wolves and lions, which she had bewitched, 
since she gave them evil drugs. Nor did they rush at the meni 
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but behold they stood on their hind legs fawning on them with 

long tails : just as when dogs fawn around their master 

coming from the feast : for he always brings I hem things to 

sooth their hearts ; so around them the strong-clawed wolves 

and lions fawned : and they were afeared when they saw the 

dreadful beasts. And they stood in the porch of the fiiir- 

tressed goddess, and heard within Circe singing with beauteous 

voice, as she M-ent to and fro before the great immortal web, 

such as is the fine and pleasing and glorious handiwork of 

goddesses. And lo them PoUtes, leader of men, began speech, 

who was the dearest to me and trustiest of my comrades ; 

" My friends, truly someone going to and fro within before a 

great fair web is singing sweetly, and all the floor echoes 

around, either a goddess or a woman ; but let us quickly 

accost her." Thus then he spake, and they called and cried 

to her. And she coming out swiftly opened the gleaming 

doors and called them, and they all in their folly went with 

her: but Eurylochus stayed suspecting there was some guile. 

So she brought them in and made them sit along the couches 

and seats, and mixed for them cheese and barley and golden 

honey in Pramnian wine, and mingled with the food harmful 

drugs, that they might utterly forget their fatheHand, But 

when she had given them and they had drunk it up, then 

immediately, smiting them with a wand, she penned them in 

styes. And they took the heads and voice and hair and body 

of swine, but their mind was firm in them as before So they 

were penned in weeping ; and Circe cast before them acorns 

and mast and cornel fruit to eat, as wallowing swine always 

eat. 

And Eurylochus came back to the swift black ship to 
bring tidings of his comrades and their untoward fate. Nor 
could he utter a word, though he desired U), stricken at heart 
with great grief: and his eyes were filled with tears, and his 
soul thought to cry aloud. But when indeed we all asked him 
in amazement, even then he told us of the destruction of our 
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other comrades ; " VV^e went, as thou didst bid us, up the 
coppice, noble Odysseus ; we found in the glades the fair halls 
built of polished stones in a place of wide outlook. And there 
someone going to and fro before a mighty web was singing 
loudly, either goddess or woman ; and they called and cried 
out. And she quickly coming out opened the shining doors 
and called, and they all together in their folly went with her ; 
but I stayed, suspecting there was craft. And they dis- 
appeared all together, and none of them came out ; and for 
long I Silt and watched." I'hus he spake : but I cast about 
my shoulders my sitver-studded sword, great and of bras.s, and 
my bow around ine ; and 1 bade him lead me back the same 
way. But he seizing me with both hands by my knees l)e- 
sought me, and with tears addressed winged words to me ;fl 
" Take me not thither, god-nurtured one, against my will, but 
leave me here ; for well 1 know that neither wilt thou thyself 
come nor wilt thou bring back any of thy comrades besides ; H 
but let us flee quickly with these here ; for still might we 
escape our day of doom." Thus he spake, but I in answer 
addressed him ; *' Eurylochus, do thou, I ween, stay here in 
this place, eating and drinking by the hollow black ship; but 
I will go J for strong constraint is upon me." 

Thus speaking I went up from the ship and the sea. But 
when it seemed I was about, going through the sacred glades, 
to come tu the mighty hall of the drug-dealing Circe, then 
Hsrmes with the golden .staff met me, as I was going to the 
hall, like to a young man with his first beard, whose youth is 
truly mo.st beautiful ; and he cla.sped my hand and spake a 
word and called me; "Whither, pray, again, O wretched 
wight, dost thou go alone through tlic upland.s ignorant of the 
country ? And thy comrades here in Circe's hall are penned 
like swine in the dense stalls. Art thou come hither to set 
them free ? I say that thou thyself shall not return, but shall 
remain there even where ihey do. But come now, I will free 
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thee from thy woes and save thee ; take here this goodly 
drug, and with it go to Circe's halls, for this may ward off from 
thy head the evil day. And I will tell thee all the deadly 
wiles of Circe. She will mix thee a potion and will cast drugs 
into the food. But not even thus will she be able to charm 
thee ; for this goodly drug that T shall give thee will not 
permit her ; and I will tell thee all. When Circe shall smita 
thee with her lengtliy wand, then surely do thou draw thy 
sharp sword from thy thigh and rush at Circe as meaning t(^| 
slay her. And she in terror will beg thee to lie with her. 
Then do thou no longer thereupon refuse the bed of the 
goddess, that she may free thy comrades and entertain 
thee thyself. But bid her swear a great oath by the blessed 
ones not to de%ise a further evil woe upon thy^elfj lest she make 
thee coward and unmanned, when left bare." Thus then 
having spoken the swift-appearing god gave me the drug, 
plucking it from the ground, and showed me its form ; it was 
black at the root and its flower like to milk ; and the gods call 
it moly ; but it is hard to dig for mortal men at least, though™ 
the gods can do all things. ^| 

Hermes then departed to high Olympus through the 
woody isle, and I went to the halls of Circe ; and my heart was 
much troubled as I went. And I stood at the doors of the 
fair-tressed goddess ; there I stood and shouted, and the 
goddess heard my voice. And she quickly came forth and 
opened the shining doors and called me ; and I went with her 
sore at heart. And she brought me in and seated me on a silver- 
sttidded chair, beautiful and cunningly wrought, and beneath 
was a footstool for my feet. And she mixed me a potion in a 
golden cup, that I might drink, and in it she placed a drug 
with evil purpose in her heart. But when she gave it and I 
had drunk, and she charmed me not, she struck me with a 
wand and spake a word and called me ; "Go now to the stye, 
and couch with the rest of thy comrades." So she spake, 
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but I, drawing my sharp sword from my thigh, rushed a1 
Circe as though meaning to slay her. But she wiih a great 
cry ran underneath and seized my knees, and wailing addressetM 
winged words ; " who and whence art thou of men ? Where 
is thy city and thy parents? Amazement holds me tl^iat after 
drinking these drugs thou art not charmed. For no other man 
ever has withstood the drugs, whoever hath drunk, and it has 
passed the barrier of his teeth. But thou hast in thy heart a 
mind that cannot be beguiled. Surely thou art Odysseus of the 
many wiles, whom the swift-appearing god of the golden staff 
always told me would come on his return from 'IVoy with his 
swift black ship. But come now, place thy sword within its A 
sheath; and then let us go up to our bed, that we may trust ■ 
each other united in rest and love." 'rinia spake she, but I in 
answer addressed her ; " O Circe, how dost thou bid me be 
gentle to ihee, who hast made my comrades swine wiihin thy 
halls, and keeping me here with crafty purpose biddest me go 
to thy chamber and mount up to thy bed, that thou mayest 
make mc a coward and unmanned, when left bare? Not eveit 
would I be willing lo mount up to thy bed, unless thou wil 
have heart, goddess, to swear a great oath, that thou wilt 
not devise any other evil woe against myself." Thus I spake, 
and she at once sware, as I bade her. But A\'hen she had 
svs'om, and had completed the oath, then indeed I mounted up 
to the beauteous bed of Circe. 

And meanwhile four handmaids were busy withm the 
halls, who are her .servants within the house. And indeed 
they are born of the fountains and the groves and the sacred 
rivers, which flow forth into the sea. And one of these castH 
upon the chairs fair purple coverlets above them ; and another ■ 
spread before the chairs silver tables, and set golden baskets 
upon them ; and the third was mixing in a silver bowl honey- 
hearted sweet wine ; and the fcjurlh brought water and lighted 
a large fire beneath a great cauldron ; and the water grew hot. 
But when indeed the water was boiling in the bright brass 
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vessel, she placed nic in a bath and bathed me from the great 

cauldron, after she had mixed it to a nice warmlh, over my 

head and shoulders, until she had taken the heart-breaking 

weariness fruiii my limbs. But when she had bathed nie and 

anointed me vviih olive oil, and had cast round nie a fair 

mantle and tunic, she brought me in and set me on a silver- 

sluddcd chair, fair and cunningly wrought : and beneath it was 

a footstool for my feet. And a handmaid brought water in a 

fair golden ewer and poured it over a silver basin to wash in, 

and before mc she drew a polished table. Aud a modest 

housedame brought food and set it before me, laying on the 

board many dainties, lavishing from her store ; and she bade 

me eat ; but it did not please my heart, but 1 sat with other 

thoughts, and my heart foreboded ill. 

But when Circe perceived nie silting and not reaching 
out my hands to the food, and strong grief possessing me, 
standing by me she spake winged words; '* Why thus, 
Odysseus, dost thou sit then like a speechless man, eating thy 
heart, and touchest not meat or drink ? Dost thou suspect 
some fresh guile somewhere? There is no need for thee to 
fear J for already have I sworn thee a valiant oath." So spake 
she, but I in answer addressed her; "O Circe, what righteous 
man would have the heart first to taste of food and drink, 
before he had fieed his comrades and seen them before his 
eyes? But if in earnest thou bidst me eat and drink, free 
them, that 1 may behold vvith mine eyes my trusty comrades." 
So I spake, and Circe went out through the hall with her wand 
in her hand ; and she opened the doors of the stye, and drove 
them out like to nine year old swine. And they then stood 
before her, and she going through ihem smeared upon each some 
drug. And from their limbs the bristles fell, which the 
accursed drug had made to grow before, which mistress Circe 
gave them ; and ihey became men again, younger than they 
were before, and far fairer and nobler to behold. And they 
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recognised me and each clasped my hand, and into all their 
hearts there crept a yearning grief, and the house around rang 
wondrously. i^Vud even the goddess herself pitied them. And 
she, divine of goddesses, standing near spake to me ; " Heaven- 
born son of Laertes, Odysseus of the many devices, go now to 
thy s\nft ship and the shore of the sea. Ihen first draw the 
ship ashore, and brmg in all thy goods and gear to the caves ; 
and thou thyself come back and bring thy trusty comrades." 

So she spake, and my lordly soul was persuaded; and I 
started to go to the swift ship and to the shore of the sea. Then I 
found on the swift ship my trusty comrades lamenting piteously, 
shedding great tears. And as when calves of a homestead 
around the cowii of a herd, that have come back to the 
foldyard when they have had their fill of pa.'itVH-e, all frisk 
together in front of them, nor can tlie pens hold them at all, 
but with loud lowing they run about their raothersj so they, 
when they beheld me with their eyes, threw themselves upon 
me weeijjng, and their spirit seemed to be to them as if they 
had reached their fatherland and the actual city of rugged 
Ithaca, where they were born and bred. And lamenting they 
addressed me winged words; *'At thy return, O Zeus-nurtured 
one, we thus rejoiced, as though we had reached Ithaca our 
native land; but come, recount to us the destruction of our 
other comrades." Thus they spake; but 1 addressed them 
with soft words; "First let us draw the ship to shore, and 
place our goods and all our gear within the caves; and 
yourselves all hasten to come with me together, that ye may 
see your comrades in the sacred halls of Circe eating and 
drinkingj for they have unfailing store." Thus I ipake, and 
they swiftly obeyed my words; but Eurylochus alone strove to 
stay all my comrades, and addressing them he spake winged 
words; "O wretched men, whither are we going; why do ye 
desire these ills, to go down to the hall of Circe, Avho will 
make us all either swine or wolves or lions, who may guard 
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her mighty palace for her even under constraint, even as the 
Cyclops treated us, when our comrades oime into his inner 
court, and with them went the hold Odysseus, for through his 
fooHslftness did ihcy also perish." Thus he spake, but I 
indeed pondered in my heart whether to draw uiy lengthy 
sword from my stout thigh, and smiting off his head dash it 
to the groundj very near a kinsman though he was. But my 
comrades on ever)' side strove to stay me with soothing words; 
"O Zeus-nurtured one, we will let him, if thou bidst us, stay 
here by the ship and guard the ship; but lead us the way to 
the sacred halls of Circe." So saying they went up from the 
ship and the sea. Nor was Eurylochus left by the hollow 
ship, but came with us; fur he feared my terrible rebuke. 

Now meanwhile Circe duly bathed the rest of my comrades 
in her halls, and anointed them freely with olive oil, and 
round them then threw woollen cloaks and tunics, and we 
found them all feasting right well within the halls. But when 
they had seen each other and scanned each other face to face, 
they wept with lamentations, and the hall echoed with their 
cries. Then she fair of goddesses standing near me spake; 
"Zeus-bom son of Laertes, Odysseus of the many wiles, no 
longer now raise the mighty wail; for I myself too know both 
what sufferings ye have endured on the fish-thronged sea, and 
all the wTongs unkindly men have wrought you on the land. 
But come, eat meat and drink wine, until again yc receive 
courage in your breasts, as when ye first left your native land 
of rugged Ithaca; for now ye are withered and spiritless, ever 
thinking on your sore wandering; nor ever has your spirit 
been in good cheer, since ye have truly suffered many things." 
So she spake; and again our lordiy spirit was persuaded. 
There then many days, until a full year had pa.ssed, we sat 
feasting on meat abundaut and sweet wine; l)ut when indeed a 

kfuU year had come, as the seasons went round and the months 
waned, and the long days were accomplished, then at last, 
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calling me forih, my trust}' comrades spake; "Good sir, now 
at length be mindful of thy fatherland, if indeed it is fated for 
thee to be saved and reach thy high-roored home and thy 
native land.'' So they spake and my lordly spirit was 
persuaded. Thus then all the day until the sunset we sat 
feasting on meat in abundance and sweet wine; but when the 
sun went down and darkness (^anie on, they laid them to rest 
throughout the shadowy halls. But I mounting up into the 
beauteous couch of Circe, implored her by her knees, and the 
goddess listened to my voice; and speaking I addressed her 
winged words; **0 Circe, fulfil me now the promise which 
thou didst make, to send me home; and already my spirit has 
been eager, and that of my other comrades, who wear out my 
dear heart as they lament around me, when perchance thou 
art away from us." 

Thus 1 spake, and she fair of goddesses answered at 
once: *' Zeus-born son of Laertes, Odysseus of the many wiles, 
no longer now against your will remain ye in my house. 
But first thou must accomplish another journey and reach 
the halls of Hades and dread Persephone, to consult the 
spirit of Theban Teiresias the blind seer, whose heart is 
steadfast; to him alone, even though dead, Persephone 
granted to have his senses; while the rest Hit like shadows," 
So she spake, but my dear heart was broken ; and I sat 
on the bed and wept, and my spirit wished no longer to 
be alive or see the light of the sun. But when 1 had my 
fill of weeping and grovelling, then in answer 1 addressed 
her with my words; "O Circe, why, who will guide me on 
this road ? for never yet has a man come to Hades in a 
black ship." So I spake, and she fair of goddesses answered 
me at once; "Zeus-born son of Laertes, Odysseus of the 
many wiles, let not at all the want of a leader on thy ship 
be a care to thee ; but, raising the mast and spreading the 
white sails, take thy seat ; and, I tell thee, the breeze of the 
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north wind shall bear thy ship along. But when in thy ship 
thou hast crossed the ocean, where is a rugged shore and 
the groves of Persephone, ta!l poplars and willows that shed 
their fruit utUimely, there beach thy ship by the deep-eddying 
ocean, and go thyself to the dark house of Hades. There 
into Acheron flow Pyriphlegethon and CocytuSj which indeed 
is a branch of the Styx stream, and there is a rock and 
the meeting of two roaring rivers ; there ihcn, O hero, 
approach nig)i, as 1 bid thee, and dig a trench as much 
as a cubit on this side and on that ; and about it pour a libation 
for all the dead, first with mead, and after with sweet wine, 
and the third time with water ; and upon it sprinkle white 
meal. And entreat often the forceless heads of the dead, 
that, when thou comest to Ithaca, thou wilt sacrifice a barren 
heifer, whichever is the best, in thy halls and wilt fill the 
pyre with good things ; and wilt sacrifice to Teiresias alone 
separately a ram all black, that is the noblest in thy flocks. 
But when with prayers thou hast enlreated the noble races 
of the dead, then sacrifice a ram and a black ewe, turning 
them towards Erebus, and thyself turn back, tnoving towards 
the streams of the river ; and there many souls of the 
dead departed will come. Then indeed next urge thy cons^^ 
rades and command them to flay and burn the sheep, that 
lie there slain by the ruthless sword, and pray to the gods 
also, to mighty Hades and dread Persephone; and thyself, 
drawing thy sharp sword from thy thigh, take thy seat, and 
]>ermit not the forceless heads of the dead to draw near 
the blood, until thou hast enquired of Teiresias. Then will 
quickly come to thee the seer, lord of the people, who will 
tell thee of thy road atvd the measure of thy way and thy 
return, how thou wilt go upon the teeming deep." 

So she spake; and thereupon came golden-throned Dawn. 
And she cast upon me as raiment a cloak and a tunic ; and the 
nymph herself put around her a great silver-white robe, fine 
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and graceful, and placed around her waist a girdle fair of 
gold, and on her head she put a veil. But I went through 
the halls and roused my comrades with gentle words, standing 
by each in turn ; " No longer now breathe sweet sleep in 
slumber, but let us go ; for already mistress Circe has given 
me directions." So I spake and their lordly spirit was per- 
suaded. But not even thence did I take my comrades free 
from trouble. For there was one Elpenor, youngest of all, 
not at all exceedingly valiant in war nor steadfast in his mind, 
who apart from his comrades in the sacred halls of Circe 
was lying, desirous of the cool air, being heavy with wine; 
and, hearing the noise and tramping of my comrades as they 
stirred, he suddenly sprang up and forgot in his heart to 
go down again stepping on to the long ladder, but fell 
headlong from the roof, and his neck was broken from his 
vertebrae and his soul went down to Hades. And as they 
went I spake a word among my comrades ; " Ye think now, 
I ween, that ye are going homewards to your native land ; 
but another way has Circe shewn us to the halls of Hades 
and of dread Persephone, to consult the spirit of Theban 
Teiresias." Thus I spake, and their dear hearts were brokeru 
And sitting down there they made moan and tore their hair ; 
but surely no result came of their mourning. But when 
indeed we were going sore at heart to the swift ship and 
the shore of the sea, shedding great tears, meanwhile indeed 
Circe went and bound in the black ship a ram and a black 
ewe, lightly going past us ; who could behold with his eyes 
a god against his will going hither and thither? 
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